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“If we work upon marble, it will perish; if we work upon brass, time
will efface it; if we rear temples, they will crumble into dust; but if we
work upon immortal minds and instill into them just principles, we are
then engraving that upon tablets which no time will efface, but will
brighten and brighten to all eternity.”

~ Daniel Webster

BCSO represented at 2017 AACS
National Legislative Conference
By Gary Click,
BCSO National Legislative Director

Representatives  of the Buckeye
Christian School Organization
kicked off the school year in our
nation’s capital at the 2017
National Legislative Conference
conducted by the American
Association of Christian Schools on
Sept. 11-13. Our delegation
included BCSO President Kevin
Folger and his wife, Diane, BCSO
Executive Director Keith
Hamblen, BCSO Legislative
Director Izaac VanderSchel,
BCSO National Legislative
Director Gary Click and Frank
Davis. The primary purpose of
the visit was to discuss school
choice issues and the Johnson
Amendment with our legislators.

While there, the group also
received a briefing from various
representatives as well as a
briefing from the White House.

The BCSO, citing the basic
principles of federalism, maintains
that educational matters are best
dealt with at the state level rather
than at the national level.
However, in our current system,
the federal government directs the
flow of education and thus merits
our attention. There are currently
two bills that have generated
interest among our schools: the
Empowering Parents to Invest in Choice
Act of 2017 and the Educational
Opportunity Act.
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The Empowering Parents to Invest in
Choice Act of 2017 (H.R. 675) would
raise the limit on Coverdell
accounts from $2,000 to $12,000
annually and expand 529 accounts
to include K-12 in their program.
These are educational savings
accounts (ESAs) that allow parents
to save for their children’s
education while accruing interest
tax free. In some cases, tax
deductions may be allowed for
contributions to these accounts.
Overall, H.R. 675 is an affirmative
step in the right direction but may
not make a huge impact on our
schools.

The Educational Opportunity Act
(H.R. 895, S. 148) would empower
Educational Scholarship
Organizations (ESOs) to receive
pretax contributions for the
purpose of providing scholarships
to private schools. Donors would
receive a dollar-for-dollar tax credit
for their contributions. Current

language prohibits single focused
ESOs, which is a problem for us.
This would not allow AACS or
BCSO to create an ESO specifically
for our member schools, “08”
schools, or even Christian schools
in general. Our recommendation
was to amend this bill to allow
single-focused ESOs.

Recently, President Trump also
signed an executive order advising
the IRS to give the broadest
possible leniency in regards to the
Johnson Amendment. This
symbolic act was powerful for its
message. However, its effect is
largely symbolic. Despite the
prodding of the Alliance Defense
Fund through the Pulpit Initiative,
the IRS has not been enforcing the
Johnson Amendment. Furthermore,
we know that an executive order is
only good as long as the President is
in office. However, this act signals
to the Congress that the President is
ready and willing to act on
legislation. The Free Speech Fairness

Act (H.R. 781, 2. 264) was
introduced by Rep. Steve
Scalise (R-La.) and Rep. Jody
Hice (R-Ga.) in the House and
Sen. James Lankford (R-Ok.) in
the Senate. This legislation
removes the restrictions on the
free speech of pastors behind
their pulpits.

Continue to pray for the
legislative efforts both in
Washington and in Columbus.
This is an exciting time as
midterm elections quickly
approach. Take time to have
conversations with the
candidates on these issues.
There have already been some
interesting, confidential
discussions taking place. Now is
the best time to catch the ear of
those who will be representing
us in the future. The more
voices they hear reinforcing our
priorities, the more likely we are
to see positive action on the
issues that matter most.
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As of October 25, 2017, twenty-two schools have registered for membership with the Buckeye Christian School
Organization for 2017-2018. Below is a list of member schools. This updated list has also been uploaded to our
website at ww.bcsoschools.org. Please visit the site for additional information regarding each member school listed.

BCSO Member Schools
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School City Administrative Contact
Belpre Christian Academy Belpre Eric Fullerton
Bethel Baptist School West Carrollton Andrea Shihady
Carroll County Christian Academy Carrollton Dave Powell
Cozaddale Baptist Academy Goshen Travis Burke
Fayette Christian School Washington Court House Larry Fitch
Heritage Christian School Brooklyn Luke Brown
Heritage Christian School Findlay Tim England
High Street Christian Academy Columbus Tom Biernacki
Lakota Christian School West Chester Nichole Matre
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The Building & Battling newsletter is a quarterly publication of the Buckeye Christian School Organization. Its purpose is to disseminate information pertinent to our member
schools in efforts to “build” a good work, as well as to serve as a tool for “battling” the secular world view that our culture impresses upon our students. Articles may be
submitted for publication, but they will be subject to editing and approval. All submissions can be sent in MS Word (.doc) or PDF format to: keithhamblen@gmail.com.

Licking County Christian Academy Heath Craig Westerlund
Lima Christian Academy Lima Keith Hamblen
Marietta Christian School Marietta Cecilia Fair
Mentor Christian Academy Mentor Frank Davis
Ottawa County Christian Academy Oak Harbor Jeremy Bickelhaupt
Sugar Creek Christian Academy Ironton Dr. Michael Long
Temple Christian Academy Fremont Rick Ash
Temple Christian Academy Howard Kris Brandenburg
Temple Christian School Mansfield Jessica Day
Temple Christian School Dayton Thomas Crank
Victory Christian School Urbana Joshua Hunter
Wayside Christian School Bucyrus Tim Compton
Zanesville Christian School Zanesville Paul Shaver
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We’re on Facebook and Twitter! Get Connected!
In efforts to allow our schools –and their students,
parents and teachers– to stay connected to what is
happening with the BCSO, we are encouraging them
to like and follow our social media accounts. This is a
great way to showcase our schools and our students
in real time! From calendar reminders and sporting
events, to competition results and state/national
legislative updates, you can find news and updates on
our pages!

The BCSO is doing great things for our schools, so
we would ask you to spread the word. We encourage

all schools who manage a Facebook page to like and
follow us as that page. We would also encourage all
member schools to spread the word to their school
families to like and follow us as well! BCSO event
coordinators may also post news and updates directly
to the page! When followers see, like and share our
posts often, our visibility and online presence will
increase and serve as promotional tools for not only
our organization, but for our member schools as well.

You can find us on Facebook and Twitter at
@BCSOschools.

Gabe Harner of TCA (Fremont) attempts a kick during the
BCSO Soccer Tournament in Lima on October 27-28.

Photo courtesy Sheri Trusty

BCSO Athletics: Fall Tournament Results

Junior High Soccer
1st Place - Wayside Christian School
2nd Place - Heritage Christian School (Findlay)
3rd Place -Temple Christian (Fremont)
Sportsmanship - Wayside Christian School

Junior High Volleyball
1st Place - Heritage Christian School (Brooklyn)
2nd Place - Mentor Christian School
3rd Place - Heritage Christian School (Findlay)
Sportsmanship - Mentor Christian School

Varsity Soccer
1st Place - Heritage Christian (Brooklyn)
2nd Place - Fayette Christian School
3rd Place - Wayside Christian School
Sportsmanship - Wayside Christian School

Varsity Volleyball
1st Place - Mentor Christian School
2nd Place - Cozaddale Baptist Academy
3rd Place - Fayette Christian School
Sportsmanship - Cozaddale Baptist Academy

Agate submitted by Chris Brown, BCSO Athletic Director
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