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All dates are tentative and subject to
cancellation or postponement.

BCSGO Donation Deadline
For Fall Distribution

April 30

BCSO Elementary
Speech/Spelling Competition

May 5
Carrollton, OH

BCSO Fine Arts Review Mtg
May 11
10 a.m.

Mansfield, OH

BCSO Board of Directors’ Mtg
May 11

11 a.m.-1 p.m.
Mansfield, OH

A full, downloadable 2-year calendar of
events is available on our website.

Spring 2023 - Vol. 35, Issue 3
Battling

“If we work upon marble, it will perish; if we work upon brass, time will
efface it; if we rear temples, they will crumble into dust; but if we work
upon immortal minds and instill into them just principles, we are then
engraving that upon tablets which no time will efface, but will brighten
and brighten to all eternity.”

~ Daniel Webster
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Wayside Christian School has fifty
years of evidence pointing to God’s
goodness and provision, and, by His
grace and clear leading, we are poised
for future growth! We recently
remarked that “God could blow the
roof off this place if He so desires!”
Little did we know God would work
in such a literal way.

On Saturday, April 1, straight-line
winds tore off part of the roof of the
elementary building. Damage was
extensive, but God’s goodness and
protection was evident. We praise
Him that it happened on a Saturday
and that there was no damage to the

ceiling or contents of the building. We
are also grateful for the outpouring of
support from our local community
and WCS family as people rallied to
help us move classroom contents and
clean up debris.

The God that brings us
through the storms…

See ‘Wayside Christian School’ on pg 4

Straight-line winds wreak havoc on Wayside Christian School’s elementary building

by Jerrill Wyler
Wayside Christian School

The roof of Wayside Christian School’s elementary building
sustained high-wind damage on April 1, 2023.
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EVENT
update:

Jr./Sr. High Fine Arts Competition
Results from March 2-3

Two hundred ninety-seven students
from twelve BCSO schools
competed in the seventh annual
BCSO Fine Arts Competition held
at Heritage Christian School in
Brooklyn on March 2-3.

Collectively, the students competed in approximately
1,270 events including testing, projects, and scheduled
events. The buildings were a beehive of activity.
Congratulations go to the students of Heritage
Christian School in Brooklyn, which won the highest
point trophy, and to the students of Zanesville
Christian School, which won the highest average
trophy. Congratulations also go to Sarah Fickel of
Lima Christian Academy and Truett Howell of
Zanesville Christian School who won the outstanding
competitor awards.

Pastor Rob Kurtz, BCSO President, opened the
competition with a spiritual challenge, directing our
attention to a question given by Joseph: “Wherefore
look ye so sadly to day?”  Amid his difficult
circumstances, Joseph was concerned about others.
BCSO Executive Director Pastor Keith Hamblen
made remarks concerning the purpose of BCSO–

Competitors of various BCSO-member schools competed at the annual BCSO Jr./Sr. High Fine Arts Competition held at Heritage Christian School in Brooklyn, OH on March 2-3, 2023

building and battling. He spoke briefly about the
BCSO scholarship granting organization.

We were excited to see the names of the winners
projected onto the wall (thank you to Caitlyn Brady),
as well as to listen to some top performances at the
awards ceremony. The performances featured Truett
Howell’s Expository Preaching titled, “Is God
pleased with us?” taken from I Corinthians 10; an
Instrumental String Solo performed by Sarah
Claggett of Licking County Christian Academy; a
Vocal Group from Wayside Christian School and a
Reader’s Theatre performed by Savannah Goodman,
Sophia Kusmiy, Morgan Pletcher, and Judy Suglio of
Heritage Christian School.

Thank you to all who used their God-given abilities
for God’s glory in helping with competition. A huge
thank you goes to those students and adults from the
participating BCSO schools for their tremendous
help in seeing the competition run smoothly. A
special thank you goes to each judge who helped
make the competition a huge success. A thank you
goes to Principal Luke Brown, the HCS staff,
students, and volunteers for their excellent work in
hosting great competition. Words cannot fully
express the deep sense of gratitude to all who helped
with competition. All are greatly appreciated!

By Paul Shaver,
BCSO Fine Arts Director



categories in the five basic areas of Bible, music,
speech, art, and academics.

The Bible competition included Bible quiz teams,
preaching, and teaching. Academic competition
included academic testing and a science fair. Music
students challenged each other in solo and group
competitions for both vocal and instrumental music.
Speech contestants participated in such categories as
debate, dramatic interpretation, original oratory, acting,
plus other categories. Art students displayed their
pieces for the art contest.

BCSO students placing at the AACS National
Competition are listed below. Congratulations to each
student for a job well done!

Morgan Pletcher    Heritage     Textiles          2rd
Torin Blackstone    Zanesville     National Bible Quizzing      3rd
Truett Howell     Zanesville     Sacred Piano         1st
Truett Howell     Zanesville     Expository Preaching      1st
Truett Howell     Zanesville     New Testament Bible Testing    1st
Truett Howell     Zanesville     National Bible Quizzing      3rd

National Fine Arts Competition - Individual Results

By Paul Shaver,  BCSO Fine Arts Director

Students from Buckeye Christian School
Organization (BCSO) schools competed in the 45th
annual American Association of Christian Schools
National Competition held at Bob Jones University
in Greenville, S.C. on April 11-13, 2023. Schools
representing BCSO were Carroll County Christian
Academy, Fayette Christian School, Heritage
Christian School, Licking County Christian Academy,
Temple Christian Academy (Fremont), and
Zanesville Christian School.

Approximately 2,000 students and sponsors from 32
states participated in the AACS National
Competition, after having captured top honors in
their state competitions. The students–representing
191 Christian high schools—competed in 76
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EVENT
updates: 2023 National Fine Arts Competition

Results from March 11-12

Big issues we care about–and directly concern us–are
currently before the Ohio General Assembly. This
includes SB 1, which will transfer authority for the state
oversight of education from the State Board of
Education to the Governor's office. Also, amending the
state constitution to declare abortion a state-protected
right (and raising the ability to amend that constitution
by popular vote from 50% to 60% to help stop that
horrible change) and the SAFE Act ("Saving
Adolescents from Experimentation") are battling
issues for us. Also on the table are issues pertaining
to gambling and marijuana that not only concern

individuals but also believers collectively. We are
grateful that the Lord has raised up Pastor Click to
serve as a State Representative (and Sarah Fowler
Arthur and others who think biblically) and we want
to be the salt and light (and support) that is
appropriate and God-honoring.

By Keith Hamblen, BCSO Executive Director

BCSO-highlighted legislative issues of note
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The Building & Battling newsletter is a quarterly publication of the Buckeye Christian School Organization. Its purpose is to disseminate information pertinent to our member
schools in efforts to “build” a good work, as well as to serve as a tool for “battling” to preserve and expand civil freedoms to worship God and to educate our children in the
way of the Lord. Articles may be submitted for publication, but they will be subject to editing and approval. All submissions can be sent in MS Word (.doc) or PDF format
to: keithhamblen@gmail.com

BCSO Educators’ Convention Update
By Jeremy Bickelhaupt, Editor Building & Battling

The 2023 Buckeye State Christian Educators’
Convention has been rescheduled to Friday, Sept. 29,
2023. Please adjust your school calendars accordingly.

The convention will be conducted at Heritage Christian
School in Brooklyn, Ohio. Luke Brown, HCS’s
administrator, continues to plan for the event and has
several request from our member schools:

● Email prospective workshop teachers along with
their subject matter;

● Email any suggestions for exhibitors;
● Email a potential number for how many

teachers/staff you hope to bring.

Please send all emails to:
lukebrown@clevelandbaptist.org

For those who have inquired: the roof has been
temporarily repaired and elementary classes have been
moved over to the middle/high school building for
now. Praise God for our recent church addition that
has provided classroom space for our middle/high
school classes!

Through all of this, we are reminded that God is in
control and nothing happens outside of His jurisdiction.

We are confident that He will make this time of
momentary discomfort beautiful in His time. Good
will come from this, and God will be glorified!
Therefore, we press on for the advancement of the
kingdom of Christ.

We do ask for your continued prayers for wisdom as
we navigate the remaining weeks of this school year,
file insurance claims, and prepare for a full roof
replacement in the summer.

Wayside Christian School (from pg. 1)

mailto:keithhamblen@gmail.com
mailto:lukebrown@clevelandbaptist.org
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The shooting at the Covenant School
in Nashville in March highlighted the
effectiveness of school safety
planning despite the deaths of three
students and three staff members. It

is impossible to know how many lives were protected
by the school’s preparedness. After the school has
had time to grieve and regroup, I am sure its
leadership will evaluate the school’s response to the
shooting to make improvements to its safety plan. It
seems evident after the fact that the school would
have been better protected had the glass in the doors
been bullet-resistant or had a security film been
installed on the doors to slow the shooter’s entry and
if some of their staff had been armed and trained. It is
wise for us to consider the safety of our own schools
and take as many precautions as feasible to ensure the
safety (humanly speaking) of our students and staff. I
believe that one precaution we can take is to arm and
train certain school staff.

Last year, Governor DeWine signed House Bill 99
which provides a convenient way to legally arm
school staff. The legislation created the Ohio Mobile
Training Team (OMTT) which must provide training
to school staff seeking certification to be armed at

school. Currently, the OMTT is not scheduling training.
However, the legislation allows schools to request their
own training provider. Independent training providers
must develop their own training program and submit it to
the Ohio School Safety Center (OSSC) for approval.
LCCA has requested approval for Tom Gwinn, a former
state trooper and current CCW instructor, who works
within the Department of Public Safety to be our training
provider. He has already begun to develop his training
program and expects to be finished before the end of
May. His training program will be very similar to the
ASSET program developed by OMTT. He is offering to
provide training to any BCSO school. Schools that are
interested in this training may contact me for more
information. If you would like to use your own training
provider, you must request approval from OSSC at
https://ohioschoolsafetycenter.ohio.gov/pre-k-12-
schools/asset/alternate-curricula/alternate-curricula.

I believe that an armed and trained staff is the best
measure of protection that we can provide. Ultimately,
our safety comes from the Lord, but we should not
neglect our part in preparing.

“The horse is prepared against the day of
battle: But safety is of the LORD.”

 ~Prov. 21:31

By Josh Lynn, Licking County Christian Academy

Effectiveness of school safety plans
highlighted in wake of recent shooting
BCSO schools should consider training and arming certain school staff members

AN ARMED STAFF
NEEDS TO BE A
TRAINED STAFF

CONTACT JOSH LYNN @
For more information

https://ohioschoolsafetycenter.ohio.gov/pre-k-12-schools/asset/alternate-curricula/alternate-curricula
https://ohioschoolsafetycenter.ohio.gov/pre-k-12-schools/asset/alternate-curricula/alternate-curricula

